U-M Child Care Tuition Grant Information and Frequently Asked Questions
The Child Care Tuition Grant (CCTG) is designed to assist U-M affiliated (faculty, staff and student) families with young children meet the cost of licensed childcare at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor Central and North Campus childcare centers and is funded by the Provost’s office. (For Health System Children’s Center, North Campus Children’s Center and Towsley Children’s House)
The Child Care Tuition Grant (CCTG) has three levels (1, 2, and 3) that are based on the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Income Limits for the current fiscal year for Washtenaw County.  The three levels represent 80%, 50% and 30% of the median income in the county and considers the number of people in the family.  

An applicant’s income and the number of people in their family are compared to the HUD guidelines to determine if a family qualifies at level 1, 2 or 3.  Then, the dollar amount allotted by the Provost’s Office is divided among the qualified applicants so that we can offer level 1 families a grant amount, level 2 families a higher grant amount and the level 3 families the highest grant amount.  Grant amounts vary each semester, depending on the number of qualified applicants and the eligibility level of the applicants.  The approximate range of past grant awards has been:


Level 1:

5-15% off monthly tuition amount- Fall 2023 discount was 10%

Level 2:
15-25% off monthly tuition amount- Fall 2023 discount was 20%

Level 3:
25-35% off monthly tuition amount- Fall 2023 discount was 30%
To apply, applicants must complete the U-M Child Care Tuition Grant Application online and upload supporting documentation (most recent tax return and pay stubs for the most recent two months).  All sources of income, including gifts should be reported.  You may be asked for additional documentation.
Students may also be eligible to receive the Child Care Subsidy (CCS) through the Financial Aid Office.  The Child Care Subsidy must be applied for first before applying for the CCTG.  If a student is awarded a Child Care Subsidy, the amount of their CCTG will be adjusted.  This adjustment will be based on the total percentage of the child’s tuition that is covered by the CCS.  The CCTG can be awarded in addition to other funding sources, such as the CCS, up to a percentage of the child’s tuition.  For level 1 families, we award CCTG money in addition to other funding sources up to 45% of the child’s tuition, for level 2 families up to 55% and for level 3 families up to 65%.  (These percentage limits can vary semester to semester depending on the number of qualified applicants.)  For example, if a student qualifies for a level 3 CCTG and receives a CCS through financial aid that covers 50% of their child’s tuition, they would be awarded a CCTG of 15% of their child’s tuition for a total between the two funding sources of 65% of their child’s tuition. 
Applicants who do not have current faculty, staff or student status (for example, someone working on a dissertation, but not registered for classes) may be asked for additional documentation if their current status cannot be confirmed via Wolverine Access.
If you have questions or require further information, please contact Jenna Wicks at jwicks@umich.edu or 734-936-8485.
Child Care Tuition Grant 

Frequently Asked Questions

1. Who may apply for the Child Care Tuition Grant?  University of Michigan faculty, staff, students, Post docs, Research Fellows and Visiting Scholars who have a child enrolled at the U-M North Campus Children’s Center, U-M Towsley Children’s House or U-M Health System Children’s Center may apply.  If your child is not currently enrolled but you would like to know whether you would qualify, please contact Jenna Wicks at jwicks@umich.edu or (734) 936-8485 for assistance.
2. How do I apply?  Complete the U-M Child Care Tuition Grant Application online and submit it with downloaded copies of your most recent tax return and two month’s pay stubs.  Applicants who do not have current faculty, staff or student status (for example, someone working on a dissertation, but not registered for classes) may be asked for additional documentation if their current status cannot be confirmed via Wolverine Access.

3. When is the application due?  Applications are due on July 15th each year or upon enrollment.  If you have missed the deadline, you may still apply for consideration in the next tuition billing cycle.

4. How is eligibility determined?  An applicant’s income and the number of people in their family are compared to HUD guidelines to determine if a family qualifies and, if they do, at which level (1, 2 or 3).

5. How do I receive the funds?  Child Care Tuition Grant funds are paid directly to the Center.  Your tuition bill will reflect your grant award.

6. When will I know if I am eligible to receive a Child Care Tuition Grant?  You will receive notification of your eligibility via email.  Every effort is made to notify applicants of their eligibility within three weeks of receiving a complete application.  However, applications submitted in the summer for Fall enrollment are reviewed in a group and grant level amounts are determined for the Fall semester at that time. Therefore, all applicants will be notified by mid-August. Please feel free to contact Jenna Wicks at jwicks@umich.edu or (734) 936-8485 to inquire about your application status.
7. Can I receive the Child Care Tuition Grant if I receive the Child Care Subsidy?  If you receive the Child Care Subsidy (or other childcare tuition assistance funding), you may be able to receive the CCTG.  If a student is awarded a Child Care Subsidy (or other childcare tuition assistance funding), the amount of their CCTG will be adjusted.  This adjustment will be based on the total percentage of the child’s tuition that is covered by the CCS (or other assistance).  The CCTG can be awarded in addition to other funding sources, such as the CCS, up to a percentage of the child’s tuition.  For level 1 families, we award CCTG money in addition to other funding sources up to 45% of the child’s tuition, for level 2 families up to 55% and for level 3 families up to 65%.  (These percentage limits can vary semester to semester depending on the number of qualified applicants.)  For example, if a student qualifies for a level 3 CCTG and receives a CCS through financial aid that covers 50% of their child’s tuition, they would be awarded a CCTG of 15% of their child’s tuition for a total between the two funding sources of 65% of their child’s tuition. 

8. What if I am a student and I do not know if I will receive the Child Care Subsidy (from the Office of Financial Aid) yet?  As a student, once you have applied for the Child Care Subsidy through the Office of Financial Aid, you may apply for the Child Care Tuition Grant.  Special billing arrangements may be necessary while you are awaiting a decision from the Office of Financial Aid to avoid incurring late fees on your student account.  Please contact Jenna Wicks at jwicks@umich.edu or (734) 936-8485 for assistance.  
9. What if my income documentation is written in a language other than English?  Please convert currency amounts to U.S. dollars and translate relevant labels (such as gross income and the dates the document covers) into English.

10. What if I am an international student and do not have an Income Tax return?
Please send a copy of all form 8843s for your family. Please note that U.S. Internal Revenue guidelines require all international students to file a form 8843 if they resided in the U.S. over the previous year. To receive more information or help with this document contact the U-M International Center at 734-764-9310.

11. What if my financial situation or U-M affiliation changes during the school year?  Child Care Tuition Grant recipients are required to report any changes in enrollment/employment status, family income or family size to the Child Care Tuition Grant office (Jenna Wicks at jwicks@umich.edu or (743) 936-8485) when they occur.  

12. What if I have more than one child attending one or more participating centers?  The Child Care Tuition Grant Application can be filled out once, with all eligible children listed on the application. Please select the total number of children who are attending a U-M center on the online form.  If you are eligible for the Child Care Tuition Grant, you will receive it for each child who attends a participating center.  

13. How much will I receive from the Child Care Tuition Grant?  The dollar amount of your tuition grant varies based on several factors.  There are three levels of aid (1, 2, and 3) that are determined by your family’s gross income and the number of people in your family.  The Provost’s Office allocates a set dollar amount for the Child Care Tuition Grant Office to disperse each year.  Therefore, the actual dollar amount each family receives is dependent on the total number of families who apply and qualify each semester and grant amounts can vary each semester based on these numbers.  Approximately 3 weeks after you apply, you will receive an email indicating whether you qualify for the grant and if so, what percentage you will receive off your monthly tuition bill.

14. Do I need to reapply each semester?  No, applications should be submitted by July 15th each year.  If you initially apply at some other time during the year, reapply in July.  Remember that recipients are required to report any changes in enrollment/employment status, family income or family size to the center director or the Child Care Tuition Grant office (Jenna Wicks at jwicks@umich.edu or (743) 936-8485) when they occur.  

15. Am I required to pay taxes on the amount of my Child Care Tuition Grant?  If you are an employee at The University of Michigan, including a student employee, such as a GSI, discounts above 20% of the typical fee charged to the public are subject to taxation.  For example, if you are awarded a 25% discount and your child’s tuition is $522, you will be subject to payroll taxes on 5% or $26.10.  The approximate tax liability on $26.10 is $7.06 (based on a federal tax rate of 15%, state tax rate of 4.35 % and FICA tax rate of 7.65%).  For additional information, see the document, “CCTG Income Tax Implications FAQ.”

16. How do I pay these taxes?  The University of Michigan payroll department will deduct the taxes from your next regular paycheck.  

17. Who should I contact if I have questions about the Child Care Tuition Grant?  You can contact the office staff at your child’s center or you can contact Jenna Wicks at jwicks@umich.edu or (734) 936-8485.
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